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Titus 2:1-14
I want to begin this morning by expressing my appreciation to each of you for giving me the privilege each Sunday of preaching and teaching you God’s Word. It continues to be a rich blessing to both Janet and I to be part of your lives. So, thank you very, very much.

Today, and as part of your heart’s preparation for the celebration of Christmas in just a few short weeks, I want to say something about Jesus as God’s Redeemer. Would you please take your Bible and open it to the third chapter of the Book of Romans? And look with me at Romans 3:24 “Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: …”
Romans 3:24 “Being justified [God declares you righteous] freely [at no cost to you] by his grace [undeserved favor; the exact opposite of works] through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:…”
Paul also writes this to the Churches in Galatia. Galatians 4:4 “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, (5) To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.”
Among the greatest facts of life and history is this. The LORD Jesus Christ is the One and Only Redeemer of mankind. This 2,300 foot statue stands over the city of Rio de Janeiro [River of January because it was discovered in January], Brazil as a constant reminder of just who is the Redeemer of mankind.

Folks, He is my Redeemer. I’ve titled today’s sermon “God’s Redemption.” Shall we pray?

One of the most blessed things you will find in your Bible the passive voice. And “What is that?” you ask. The passive voice answers this question: “How is the object of this sentence affected by the verb?”
Whenever you read your Bible, you should train yourself to become conscious of the voice of the verbs. 
Galatians 3:13 “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: ...”
Look closely with me at the word “redeemed.” Can you see that it is a verb; an action verb, and a verb that is close to what we have in English called “past tense”? And can you see something even better than that? Can you see that “redeemed” is something that happens to you? The object of this sentence is “us.” “Christ hath redeemed us.” That’s the use of the passive voice in the Bible. 
Now, on the other side of the passive voice is the One doing the acting. And Who is that? Christ. He is the one doing the acting in this verb. He redeems. 

Folks, this passive voice idea is true of nearly every term in the NT relating to your salvation from sin. Think justified; or reconciled; or called; or forgiven, etc. So you see, it is important what voice is used for the verbs in your Bible. It is also extremely important that you see that salvation from start to finish is the work of God Himself.
Remember our Scripture verse Hebrews 12:1? 
Hebrews 12:1 “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,

(2) Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”
The LORD Jesus Himself is the Author, the Originator, the Pioneer, and the Finisher, the Completer, the Perfector of your faith. He is the Source and the Goal of your faith. It never ceases to amaze me that God is the One Who both initiates and completes my faith. So, when you read the Scripture, look for God’s work on your behalf and you will find things that thrill your soul and spirit very deeply and cause you to be filled with wonder and awe at the God had provided salvation for you and me.
Redeem, Redeemer, Redemption, Redeemer; four mighty terms. Redemption is one of the most significant teachings in the entire Bible. But, why is that? And what is it? And how does it apply to me? How does it benefit my life? Does it really make any difference that I have been redeemed?
Now, in order to see your redemption, you will need to go back to the story of the Exodus in your Bible. Please turn with me to the Old Testament, to the second Book of the Bible; Exodus chapter six. The first time the word “redeem” is used in the Bible, God is speaking. 
Look with me at Exodus 6:6 “Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage, and I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgments:…”
God’s plan was to bring the Jews out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. His goal was to rid them of their bondage. And in this very first reference to redemption in Scripture we find its meaning. 
First, then, what does “redemption” mean?

1) Redemption is “purchasing and then setting free from captivity or slavery.”

2) Redeem = “to buy and then to set free.”
3) Redeemer = the One Who accomplishes and provides that freedom.

Isaiah 54:7 “For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I gather thee. (8) In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy Redeemer.”
All through the Bible the LORD records for us many reminders of just Who He is. And Who is He? He is “the LORD thy Redeemer.”

4) Redeemed = those who have experienced this deliverance.
The Exodus is one of the greatest events in all of history. On that day Israel was redeemed out of the hand of Pharaoh. But have you ever considered this simple fact. You and I weren’t there. You and I were not redeemed when Israel crossed the Red Sea. That was truly wonderful for the Jews. So, how does redemption fit in with Jesus Christ and the Cross of Calvary and the Christian Church?
And further, what’s an even more wonderful than the fact of a physical redemption for the Jews out the bondage of Egypt is this. God had provided a spiritual redemption for us in that we are brought out of an even deeper bondage, the bondage of sin.

Psalm 130:7 “Let Israel hope in the LORD: for with the LORD there is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption. (8) And he shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities.”

So, Biblically and practically, the redemption of Israel has now become a symbol of what happens when the LORD deals with our iniquities.
Look with me at Isaiah sixty-three. Isaiah 63:7 “I will mention the lovingkindnesses of the LORD, and the praises of the LORD, according to all that the LORD hath bestowed on us, and the great goodness toward the house of Israel, which he hath bestowed on them according to his mercies, and according to the multitude of his lovingkindnesses.

(8) For he said, Surely they are my people, children that will not lie: so he was their Saviour. (9) In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them: in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; and he bare them, and carried them all the days of old.

(11) Then he remembered the days of old, Moses, and his people, saying, Where is he that brought them up out of the sea with the shepherd of his flock? where is he that put his holy Spirit within him? 
(12) That led them by the right hand of Moses with his glorious arm, dividing the water before them, to make himself an everlasting name? (13) That led them through the deep, as an horse in the wilderness, that they should not stumble?

(16) Doubtless [beyond a shadow of a doubt] thou art our father, though Abraham be ignorant of us [even if Abraham himself forsook us], and Israel acknowledge us not [even if Israel were to disavow us]: thou, O LORD, art our father, our redeemer; thy name is from everlasting.”
The Jews of Isaiah’s day (8th century B.C.), some seven hundred years removed from the days of Moses and of the Exodus (15th Century B.C.). But we read here that they had this glorious awareness that the LORD was both their Father and their Redeemer.

You see, beyond the amazing physical redemption of the Jews from the bondage of Egypt when they passed through the Red Sea, there is also a mighty spiritual redemption. 
And here’s a personal word from David in the Psalms. Psalms 31:5 “Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou hast redeemed me, O LORD God of truth.”
Psalm 71:23 “My lips shall greatly rejoice when I sing unto thee; and my soul, which thou hast redeemed.”
Can you see how the word Redemption is used in Scripture even hundreds of years after the Exodus? And can you see the power of the work of redemption? 
Whenever you read the word “redeem” from God’s point of view, we find this glorious fact. It’s His work. We read over and over that “He is our Redeemer.” Isaiah 54:8 “…but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy Redeemer.” Folks, He is the One Who is able to redeem.

And at the same time, don’t lose sight of the seeing redemption from our perspective. “Redeemed,” remember, is always in the passive voice. That means that redemption is something that has happened to you. Psalms 31:5 “Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou hast redeemed me, O LORD God of truth.”

First, then, redemption is “being set free from captivity or slavery.”

Second, it’s God’s work. He and He alone is the Redeemer. He’s the Redeemer. We’re the ones in need of redemption.
Third, spiritual redemption occurred at the Cross.
You see, the Exodus is a glorious story of Israel’s redemption from Egypt. But now you can see that God’s redemption is a whole lot larger than the setting free of a nation.
The basic term “redeem” means “to buy; to purchase.” A slave, for example, had to be purchased and then set free. Everyone who is redeemed is set free from sin. Think with me for a moment about you being a sinner. How are you related to sin? You are a servant of sin; a slave to your own sinful impulses. 
So, what is redemption? Redemption, then, is the act of God in which He removes a believing sinner from the slavery of sin by providing freedom from the guilt, the condemnation, the penalty and the power of sin. 

How many times have you sinned? How often have you sinned? And what then are you, but a servant to sin?
John 8:34 “Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin.” Listen as Jesus speaks the truth. Those who commit sin are the servants of sin. That’s the main reason you and I need redemption. We’re sinners through and through.
And why did Jesus enter into our world?
Luke 1:68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed his people,…”
And what did God use to redeem us? He used the death of His only begotten Son. He used the Cross of Calvary. Now, when I see the Cross, I see an entirely different, a wonderful, and a glorious work of God on my behalf.

And after the LORD was crucified, here’s what some of the disciples said as they traveled to the town of Emmaus. What’s really intriguing is that these men said these very words to the resurrected Savior that resurrection Sunday. Luke 24:21 “But we trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel: and beside all this, to day is the third day since these things were done.”
Apparently these men had yet to understand what happened at the Cross three days earlier. They still didn’t see that it was at the Cross that Jesus shed His blood so they could be personally redeemed from their own iniquities.
Here’s how Paul said it when he wrote to the Galatian Churches. Galatians 3:13 “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:…”
And in Galatians 4:4 we read “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, (5) To redeem them that were under the law, ...”
The Law said “thou shalt not.” We responded with “I shall do as I please.” And what did God do?

And here’s how Peter puts it. I Peter 1:18 “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; (19) But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:…”

So, can you see what happened at the Cross? Jesus purchased our redemption. He paid the full price. He shed His precious blood as a lamb without blemish and without spot. And then at the moment of your salvation, you are set free from your sin. That’s redemption. Hallelujah!
Folks, I, like each one of you, was a servant to sin. Then I looked to the Cross of Christ and what did I see? I saw that the Cross was the place where Christ shed His blood so that I might be redeemed. And on the day in which I believed on Christ, I was redeemed. I was set free from the bondage to sin. And I am no longer a servant to sin.

This is exactly what Paul wrote in the 6th chapter of Romans. Please consider your own heart as I read these words. Romans 6:16 “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?

(17) But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. (18) Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.

(19) I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness.

(20) For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. (22) But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.”
Now, is He your Redeemer? Have you been redeemed? Have you gone from being a “servant of sin” to a “servant to righteousness”? If not, why not? Here’s the prayer you can pray right this moment. 
“Thank you LORD for the shed blood of Christ on the Cross of Calvary. Thank you that He died in my place and for my sins. I right now trust His blood. I want to be redeemed. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

And follow that simple prayer with this one. “Thank you LORD that I am redeemed. Thank you that I am no longer in the bondage of sin and death. Thank you that I am no longer a servant to sin. Thank you  that I am now a servant to righteousness. Thank you that I am redeemed for eternity. LORD, I am yours by Redemption. You are my Redeemer. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”
If you’ve prayed that simple prayer, you can be sure that God heard you and responded to you. You are indeed redeemed by the blood of the Lamb.

And look with me at the way in which the Apostle John saw those redeemed ones singing in Heaven. Revelation 5:9 “And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; …”
Today you are redeemed. That puts you in an entirely different relationship to God than from the moment you came in today. Today, the Cross has transformed you. 
Now, what will this simple teaching do for you when you apply it today?

First, it has completely changed your relationship to God. Now He is your Redeemer and your Father. 
Isaiah 63:16 “… thou, O LORD, art our father, our redeemer; thy name is from everlasting.”

You stand in full redemption. You are redeemed.

Second, it has completely changed your relationship to sin. Romans 6:20 “For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. (22) But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.”
Third, it has completely changed your relationship to yourself. Now, you are a servant to righteousness. You’ve now become a servant to God. You can now look to the power of the Holy Spirit in you to enable you to walk in this newness of life.
And fourth, now you see Jesus Christ in a brand new light. Here’s I Corinthians 1:30 “But of him[of God] are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:…”

Now you can pray this prayer of thanksgiving. “LORD, thank You that You are my redemption. Thank You LORD for this wonderful work You’ve done in me.”
Will you pray this kind of prayer today? Will you let Him have His way with you as you abide in His word? 
Shall we pray? Now, please find with me Hymn # _____
Extend invitation.
