“A New Life In Christ”
December 28, 2014

Galatians 2:15-21
Would you please open your Bible with me today to Ephesians chapter four? 

It wasn’t that long ago that I discovered something wonderful and it was something that had happened to me quite a long time ago. Have your heard the story about “The Two Men”? What’s on my heart today is just that “The Story of the Two Men.”

The title of today’s sermon is this: “A New Life In Christ” Shall we pray?

A couple months back I heard something in a sermon that I thought I’d known for many years. And maybe I had known it – mentally. The preacher that was preaching that day knew things about me that I didn’t even realize. And he spoke publically about me. But he did it in a way that to this day I deeply appreciate and always will. I know it’s hard to believe that someone would preach about you. But that’s was this Pastor did. And I am extremely grateful.

But let me tell you the story of “The Two Men.” Look with me at Ephesians chapter four and verse seventeen.

Ephesians 4:17 “This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, (18) Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart:

(19) Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness [extreme immorality], to work all uncleanness with greediness. (20) But ye have not so learned Christ; (21) If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus:

(22) That ye put off concerning the former conversation [lifestyle] the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; (23) And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; (24) And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.”
So, first, Man Number One.

Man number one is found in verse twenty-two. Paul describes him as “the old man.” (22) “That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts;…”
And just for clarification sake, I’ll tell you who “man number two is.” He’s in verse twenty-four. (24) “And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.”

A Christian needs to fully understand who man number one is. Who is he? He’s “the old man.” And this is not old in the sense of age; but in the sense of old versus new.
The Bible here is teaching one of the most wonderful things you will ever hear or read. It’s best when reading God’s Word to ask the Holy Spirit to help you in your understanding of His Word.

Here’s a simple understanding of “the old man.” He is “everything in you that results from your connection to Adam. Your old man is the you (your attitudes, behavior, lifestyle, etc.) prior to your salvation, prior to your new connection to Jesus Christ.” 

A Christian also needs to see and understand who man number two is. Who is he? He’s “the new man.” He is “everything in you that results form your connection to Jesus Christ. You new man is the you (your attitudes, behavior, lifestyle, etc.) since you’ve been saved, since your new connection to Jesus Christ.”

Can you see that Paul is speaking here in Ephesians four about you when you were “out of Christ” and you now that you are “in Christ”?
That’s what I mean about the story of “The Two Men.”

You see, although it may be very hard for you to receive this, I’ll let you in on this wonderful reality. Since you have trusted Jesus Christ as your Savior and LORD, you are, in one sense, the same person. Yet, in another sense, you are no longer the same person.

Now, lest I confuse you, let me show you this by looking at the character of these two men.
(20) “But ye have not so learned Christ; (21) If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus:

(22) That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; (23) And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; (24) And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.”

There is a huge difference between these two men. The character of the first man is as follows. He is “corrupt according to the deceitful lusts.” You were corrupt according to the deceitful lusts that once reigned in you. And the character of the second man is as follows. He has been “created in righteousness and true holiness.” You, Christian, have been “created in righteousness and true holiness.”
Practically speaking, you are a “new creation in Christ.” The old have given way to the new.

These two men are like night and day. They are complete opposites. The first is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts. The second is living in “true holiness.”

Now I will frankly admit to you this simple truth. This might be brand new to you, but it is absolutely true. Once I was corrupt. Once you were corrupt. That term “corrupt” here is a moral corruption and a spiritual corruption. Once I lived by “deceitful lusts.” Once you lived by “deceitful lusts.” Both of these things are no longer true. I no longer live in a moral corruption and I no longer live according to “deceitful lusts.”
Now, let me say a word about this moral state I was in before I came to Christ and was saved. The LORD is here describing you and me as to exactly what we were like until the day we were born again. Morally and spiritually you were bankrupt. God’s word is “corrupt.”
And although it is not a pleasant word in any sense, here’s how the LORD Jesus describes it.  Matthew 7:17 “Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. (18) A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.”
Did you notice the simplicity and the power in the LORD’s words here? (18) “A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.” A good tree, in essence, has no ability to bring forth “evil fruit.” And a corrupt tree has no ability to bring forth “good fruit.”
Please let these words resonate in your spirit. Old man versus new man; morally corrupt versus truly holy; after Adam we were corrupt according to deceitful lusts; after Christ we’ve been created in righteousness and true holiness.
Can you see how important it is for you to see this distinction? Can you see how valuable it is for you to understand this when it comes to living your Christian life? Can you see how critical it was for Paul, by the Holy Spirit to explain this to the Christians in the Church at Ephesus? Will you agree with me that the difference between these two men is as night and day?
Corrupt is the Bible word for the character of the first man. Actually the Bible calls this man “the old man.” And he is you in all your connection to Adam.

Now look again at Ephesians 4:22 again. (22) “That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts;…”

Paul’s command here is that you “put off concerning the former conversation the old man…” There is nothing Christian or Christ-like in the old man. That is not where you live anymore. That is not who you are anymore. Somehow, something huge has changed in you since you came to know Jesus Christ as your Savior and LORD. Practically speaking you are a “new you.” Why else would Jesus describe your salvation as your being “born again”?
Folks, before you came to know the LORD, you were anything but good. And yes, you may have done many good things. Yet, what were you really like?

Paul even says this in the Epistle to the Romans. Romans 3:10 “As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: (11) There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. (12) They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.”
Now, the last thing we want to be seen as is “not good.” That’s because our “old man” wants to continually impress others with how good we are. After all, doesn’t everyone at some time do “some” good things?

And the answer is “Yes.” But what Paul is describing here is not the great things that so many have done over the centuries or the so many good things you did before you came to Christ. Instead, Paul is describing the moral character of the typical human being. He’s describing you prior to salvation. And the key term in Scripture is “corrupt.” Apart from Jesus we stand “corrupt.” 
Since the very beginning of the human race we have been a race of sinners. All of Adam’s sons and daughters; all the way down to your grandparents and your parents and then down to you fall into this category of “corrupt” and “not good.”
Folks, if we were good, would we have the kind of world we have today where one man will shoot two police officers at 6:00 a.m. in the morning just because they were police officers?

Would we have liars? Would we have our prisons filled with criminals? If we had a morally good world we wouldn’t even need laws against things like murder and adultery and lying and stealing.
Yet, many, if not most of us, think that that characteri-zation applies to others. We think we’re not so corrupt. We think we’re more moral than the next man or the next woman. We might even agree that the world is in a moral morass. Yet, we try to do good things. We’re not as bad as some people; or so we say.

Folks, please accept God’s simple word to describe the ordinary human being – corrupt. We are sinners through and through.

But there’s more; much, much more.

That’s the first man.

The second man is called “the new man.”

And what is his or her character?  
Ephesians 4:23 “And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; (24) And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.”

Let me make this as clear as I possibly can. Before salvation, before the Cross, before you repented, before you believed on Jesus Christ as your LORD and Savior, you were morally corrupt. But, now that you have come to the Cross, now that you have received the LORD Jesus as your Savior and LORD, now that you are washed in His blood, you are a “new creation in Christ.”
Paul says you are now “… the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.”

Paul said it this way to the Corinthian Church. II Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”
One of the “all things” of II Corinthians 5:17 is the new man, the new you. You who believe on Christ are a “new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.”
Here’s Paul describing this to the Christians in Colosse. Colossians 3:8 “But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.

(9) Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; (10) And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:…”
What a spectacular event that occurred on the day you were saved by the blood of Christ. According to Colossians 3:9 you have “put off the old man with his deeds (10) and have put on the new man, …”
Can you see the story of “The Two Men”? Can you understand the difference between the two men? Can you apply these passages to your own life? Practically speaking, which one are you living after?
If you are the first one, then it’s clear that you need to be saved. You’ve not been translated from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light. Your character is yet corrupt. You live according to deceitful lusts. And you have yet to be created in righteousness and holiness.

Your biggest need is repentance and true faith. You are commanded by God to repent. And at the moment you repent, you will believe on Jesus Christ as your Savior and LORD. Acts 17:30 “… but now commandeth all men every where to repent:…”
So, have you repented? Have you believed on Christ? You see, that’s that only way you will ever experience being a “new creation.”
At salvation you become a new creation in Christ. Positionally you immediately “put off” the old man which is corrupt and you immediately “put on” the new man. 

And now, as a new creation in Christ, you have the means and wherewithal to apply what Paul writes to the Colossians. Colossians 3:9 “Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; (10) And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:…”
How is it possible, Christian, to stop lying to others? One and only one way – to see yourself as you are. And What are you? You are a “new man.”

Are you are not? Are you among those who are created in righteousness and true holiness? Ephesians 4:24 “… which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.”?
Are you renewed in knowledge? Colossians 3:10 “And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:…”

Are you one of those new creations? II Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”
Folks, the thing that makes the difference between the old man and the new man is not a religion, but a relationship. It’s not a philosophy, but a Person. And it’s a work accomplished by that One Person. It’s the work of the Cross of Christ.
You see, the dividing point between the old and the new man is not something you’ve done or you are able to do. All you can do is to trust that what Someone Else has done is good enough. 
Spend your time today dwelling on the work that God has done in you. Take time in it. Bask in the light of it. Be overwhelmed and overawed by it. It makes all the difference in the world what God has done on your behalf.
The work of the Cross of Christ is sufficient. So, have you seen the real meaning and purpose for the Cross in all this?

The Cross is the dividing point between the old and the new. Since there was nothing you could do to bring you enable yourself to be born physically, there is nothing that you could have done to enable yourself to be born spiritually.
So, where are you today? Is there a clear picture in your heart and mind between the old and the new? Can you identify with God’s word on the story of “The two men”?
Did you know that you cannot save your own soul?
One of the greatest wonders of life is this. We could no more cause the new birth to happen in us than we could bring ourselves into this world by physical birth. Being born physically is impossible by any of your effort. That’s the impossibility of physical birth. Being born again is impossible by any of your effort. That’s the impossibility of salvation, the new birth. And beyond that, living the Christian life is impossible by any of your effort. That’s the impossibility of living a Christian life. 
Consider with me this. At the moment of your salvation, you became perfectly united to Jesus Christ for this one reason – so that He could life His life through you. That’s salvation. That’s Christianity. That’s Christ in you. 
So, what will you do with God’s Word today? Have you responded to Him by listening to His Word? Have you repented and received Christ as your Savior?
Repent = to change your mind about God, Christ, your sin, and God’s free gift of salvation?

Believe = to simply trust the Lord Jesus Christ alone as the One Who paid the entire penalty for your sins? 

This is a simple prayer. You must pray something similar if you are responding to these words today. Make these words your words and put your trust in Jesus Christ today.
 “LORD, I admit I am a sinner. I believe that Jesus died in my place on the cross. I repent of my sins. I want to be completely forgiven today. I am trusting you right now to save me. Thank you. Amen

Will you let Him have His way with your as you abide in His word? 
Shall we pray? Now, please find with me Hymn # _____
Extend invitation.
Paul is describing for you one person. Yet that one person has two entirely different lives; two entirely opposite characters.

Have you ever met someone you knew when you were, let’s say, in high school. Now you are twenty-five years older. And they are twenty-five years older. And you hardly recognize them. 

That’s exactly what happened to me recently. Someone I’d known forty years ago rang my doorbell. I went to the door. He spoke to me and said “Do you know I am? Do you remember me?” And, in honesty I said “No, I’m sorry. I don’t remember you at all.”

Folks, he and I were good friends exactly forty years ago. We’ve corresponded by mail over the years. He came by about thirty years ago while we lived in Pennsylvania.

But now it had been forty years. And pleasantly he said “You and Janet haven’t changed a bit.” I invited him in and we began to get caught up just a bit. 

(1 Tim 6:5 KJV)  Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself.

(2 Tim 3:8 KJV)  Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.

Have you ever said to anyone “You could never do enough good works to get God to reward you with salvation?” Well, my question today is this. “Have you been trying to do enough good works to get God to be pleased with your Christian life?

There are many Christians who do their “best” to “live for God.” But let me show you what the Bible says regarding your “trying your best to live for Him.”

Here’s a quote from one of the most popular Christian writers of our day. “No matter how many times you get knocked down, keep getting back up. God sees your resolve. He sees your determination. And when you do everything you can do, that’s when God will step in and do what you can’t do.” “We may get knocked down on the outside, but the key to living in victory is to learn how to get up on the inside.” 

Folks, “doing your best” is “not the way to please God.” As a matter of fact “doing your best is impossible.”

that the only One Who could life the Christian life was the Christ Who lives inside the Christian. 

I had read about “The Exchanged Life.” And in all sincerity, I thought I had exchanged my life for Christ’s life. But I realized that head knowledge is not what really matters when it comes to Galatians 2:20.

And that day I discovered a new way to live and I have yet to lose the joy of that discovery.

