“The Cross of Christ”
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Galatians 6:10-18
Please open your Bible with me to the sixth chapter of Galatians.

For about three months now we’re been reading and repeating and memorizing a passage from the Book of Hebrews. 
Hebrews 12:1 “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 
Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”
Have you noticed how much more familiar this passage is as time goes by? And have you noticed that you see more of what the passage is teaching as you’ve read and re-read it? Here’s what I’d like you to see this week. 
First, there is a great cloud of witnesses who surround us. Second, your responsibility as a Christian is to lay aside and to run; to lay aside anything and everything that weighs you down spiritually and to run the race the LORD has given to you. The third thing we find here is the Cross of Christ. “… who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,…”
I want you to take a look at the Cross today. Jesus is the Author and the Finisher of your faith. Suffering, pain, and shame were experienced on the Cross. Yet, joy awaited Jesus after the Cross. And today He sits at the right hand of God.

The only thing that was more important to Jesus than the Cross was doing His Father’s will. And it should be equally important to you and me. So, I’ve titled today’s sermon “The Cross of Christ.” Shall we pray?

Here in Galatians six, look with me at the Cross. Galatians 6:14 “But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.”
One of the recent hymns on the Cross is “The Mighty Cross” written by David Baroni and John Chisum. It was written in 1994.
1. O Mighty Cross Love lifted high
The Lord of Life raised there to die
His Sacrifice on Calvary has made the mighty cross
A tree of life to me.

2. O Mighty Cross what Throne of Grace
He knew no sin yet took my place
His Sacrifice on Calvary has made the mighty cross
A tree of life to me.
3. O Mighty Cross O Christ so pure
Love held Him there such shame endured
His Sacrifice on Calvary has made the mighty cross
A tree of life to me.
4. O Mighty Cross my soul's release!
The stripes He bore have brought me peace
His Sacrifice on Calvary has made the mighty cross
A tree of life to me.
And on of the older hymns on the Cross is from the great hymn-writer Isaac Watts. He wrote this in 1707. It’s still very popular in every Church I’ve ever been in. “When I Survey.”
1. When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.

2. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the death of Christ my God!
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to His blood.

3. See from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

4. Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.
Why do Christians count the Cross so important? The answer is simple. When anyone looks at Jesus and sees Him crucified, everything in his life changes. 
The cross, as you know, is an extreme form of punish-ment. It has always been one of the most brutal deaths a person could die. From what we know of the first century A.D., there were about 30,000 crucifixions done by the Romans. Were you to travel along one of the main roadways in the Roman Empire in the first Century A.D., you would see along that roadway crosses with people nailed to them. It was and still is today a very horrible death. Even to this very hour the cross is being used as the most extreme form of punishment known to man. 
There are many in a group called ISIS, the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, who believe and practice crucifixion today. And what is their authority for crucifying people today? Here are a few passages from the Koran reminding the followers of Islam that those who oppose them must be severely resisted in horrible ways. 
Surat 9:29 “Fight those who do not believe in Allah or in the Last Day and who do not consider unlawful what Allah and His Messenger have made unlawful and who do not adopt the religion of truth from those who were given the Scripture - [fight] until they give the jizyah [miracle] willingly while they are humbled.”

Surat 5:33 “Indeed, the penalty for those who wage war against Allah and His Messenger and strive upon earth [to cause] corruption is none but that they be killed or crucified or that their hands and feet be cut off from opposite sides or that they be exiled from the land. That is for them a disgrace in this world; and for them in the Hereafter is a great punishment,…”
Surat 7:124 “I will surely cut off your hands and your feet on opposite sides; then I will surely crucify you all."
Surat 20:71 “[Pharaoh] said, "You believed him before I gave you permission. Indeed, he is your leader who has taught you magic. So I will surely cut off your hands and your feet on opposite sides, and I will crucify you on the trunks of palm trees, and you will surely know which of us is more severe in [giving] punishment and more enduring."
Those of you who have taken the time to read the events of this past year since ISIS has begun to move across the Middle East have seen pictures of those who have had their hands and feet amputated, have been beheaded, or have been crucified. Today crucifixion is as brutal a punishment as it ever was.
So, isn’t it strange that Christians should exalt the Cross? Today I want to take you into the Scriptures to see what the Holy Spirit says about it.   
With you Bibles open to Galatians 6, look with me at the twelfth verse.
Galatians 6:12 “As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ.  (13) For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law; but desire to have you circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh. 
Galatians 6:12 “As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ.  (13) For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law; but desire to have you circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh. 

My main question today is this. Where do you stand in relation to the Cross of Christ? Do you stand in it or outside of it?

Actually what I’d like to do is to show you some of the ways people view of the Cross. By that I mean, “How do you see it?” Folks, your view of the Cross determines how you live in the here and now and how you will spend eternity. Let me show you what I mean.
First, “I believe the Cross plus my religion.”

All religions and all religious people have an approach to life. And they also have an emphasis. And some try to fit their teachings into what the Bible teaches. This was true of some of those in the Church at Galatia.

There were a lot of Jews who turned to Christ in the early days of Christianity. And, like today, some were not genuine. They were Believers. But what they really wanted to do was to join their belief system with Christianity. They joined the Church, but they mixed their own religious beliefs with the teachings of the Church. And so, some of the believing Jews had begun to teach in the Christian Churches throughout Galatia as follows. “The only way to be a truly good Christian was to apply the Law of Moses, including and especially the laws regarding circumcision.” 

And why? Why would these believing Jews want their fellow Christians to apply the Laws of Moses to their lives? Paul tells us why. The Jews of Paul’s day strongly stressed the external to the exclusion of the inner man. 
Remember what Jesus said? Matthew 15:7 “Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, (8) This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. (9) But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.”
Look again at verse twelve. Galatians 6:12 “As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised;…”

What is this Old English phrase “make a fair shew in the flesh”? It’s simply this. They wanted to make a good impression. They wanted to look good in the eyes of their Jewish brothers and sisters and parents and grandparents. They would say, “If the Christians would just abide in the teachings of Moses, then the Jews around them would see that Christianity is really linked to Judaism. They’d join up. Actually they’d see that the Christians had “joined” Judaism. So, they, in essence, said “I believe the Cross plus my religion.”
Folks, external religion has always been a “show of the flesh.” Every religion wants to make itself look “good” in the eyes of others. It’s so easy to want the world to like you. Appearance, though, is all show, no content; a form of godliness, but with no power. 
And while He was here, Jesus often had to deal with this very same thing. 
Matthew 15:1 “Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying, (2) Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat bread. 
(3) But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition? (4) For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death. 
(5) But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; (6) And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. 
(7) Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, (8) This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. 
(9) But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. (10) And he called the multitude, and said unto them, Hear, and understand: (11) Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man. 
(12) Then came his disciples, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Pharisees were offended, after they heard this saying? (13) But he answered and said, every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up. (14) Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.” 

The Pharisees had gotten very upset with the fact that Jesus and His followers didn’t keep the “tradition of the elders.” The elders, remember, were the past leaders of Israel. They were the ones who explained what Moses had written.
But did you notice the LORD’s emphasis? He puts the emphasis on the inner man while the Jews stressed the outward religion. He even quote the Prophet Isaiah for proof. Here’s verse seven again. Matthew 15:7 “Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, (8) This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. (9) But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.”
You may be in that very same boat. You might be thinking that religion and religious things, even traditions passed down from your parents and grandparents is the way to please God. But if there is no inner transformation, if there is no heart work that you are allowing the LORD to do inside of you, then your religion is empty, like these Pharisees.
And not long after this we again see Jesus again in public disagreement with the Jewish teachers.
John 7:22 “Moses therefore gave unto you circumcision; (not because it is of Moses, but of the fathers;) and ye on the sabbath day circumcise a man. 
(23) If a man on the sabbath day receive circumcision, that the law of Moses should not be broken; are ye angry at me, because I have made a man every whit whole on the sabbath day? (24) Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.”
Can you feel the truth of Jesus’s words here? It’s easy to be caught up in the belief that in order to reach those without Christ we must show them how similar we are and not how dissimilar we are. And that’s what the Jewish teachers of both Paul’s day and the LORD’s day were doing. 

But, according to the Son of God, you are not to judge according to appearance; but to judge righteous judgment.

The first view of the Cross is this. “I believe the Cross plus my religion.”
The second view of the Cross is this. “The preaching of the Cross is too offensive.”

Go back with me to Galatians six. Look again at Paul’s words in Galatians 6:12. “As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ. “
There have always ben those don’t want to endure the persecution they’d seen other Christians suffer when they stand for the Cross of Christ. Paul knew that if the Christians, including the Jewish Christians preached the Cross, they would likely be ostracized. And why be persecuted when you can be well-liked?
Folks, the world, your family, your loved ones, your friends, your co-workers need to know and understand the Gospel. But there is no Gospel if there is no Cross. You see, the Cross turns the world into the Church. It moves a sinner from sin-hood into Saint-hood. It’s the Cross of Christ that makes someone a new creation. The Cross is the only life-saving equipment Heaven has to offer. The Cross is God’s answer to your sin, to your death, and to Hell.
Without the Cross, we have no Savior and no salvation. We need the Cross. And we need the Cross. We need to preach the Cross. But often, what happens to those who preach the Cross is that they are persecuted for doing so. 
Folks, inside the preaching of the Cross is something very sharp. Paul write this in the fifth chapter of Galatians. Look back with me at Galatians 5:11 “And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, why do I yet suffer persecution? then is the offence of the cross ceased.”
What’s the offence of the Cross? 

When you are offended, you feel insulted. God, through Paul, takes this matter of feeling insulted and applies it to the very core of Christianity.

What does the Cross offend?

According to one wise man, it offends your pride. It offends man’s wisdom. Folks, we are so worldly wise today that we think it’s good to take the life of the unborn inside a mother’s womb. We are so worldly wise today that we think that that smartest people in the world sit on the Supreme Court. We are so worldly wise today we think that the best teachers teach in our universities and that our greatest scientists are the evolutionary scientists. We are so worldly wise that we think that judges who sit in courtrooms are somehow better than the ordinary person. 
Paul says this in Galatians 6:14. “But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.”
One soldier of the Cross puts it like this. "Through the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ the world has been crucified to me and I to the world. What world is he talking about? He's talking about the religious world. The system, the cosmos, the old system has been crucified. What does it mean to be crucified? It's dead. It's a total disconnect. 
I don't care about the show anymore. I don't care about the outside. I don't care about the flesh. I don't care about circumcision. I don't care about ceremony and all of those legal matters about diet, etc. etc. that were a part of Judaism. The cross killed all that. It is dead to me and I am dead to it. We have absolutely no more connection.” [From a sermon by Dr. J. Mac Arthur on https://www.gty.org/resources/print/sermons].
The Cross offends our wisdom.

And it offends man’s idea that he is good. And it offends the idea that we can save ourselves without God. When was the last time you heard a person use the name of the LORD in conversation? When was the last time you heard someone curse using the name of Jesus? When was the last time you heard someone say “O my God”? You see the Cross offends man’s idea that we can get along without God. We can take His name in vain and we think it’s OK.
And the Cross offends all religions because it says that the only way to be saved is to come to the Cross of Jesus. I’ve often heard people say that the world’s three main religions are Christianity, Judaism, and Islam. Is Christianity equal in any way to Judaism or Islam? It is if it’s just a religion. But it’s not a religion.
And the cross offends our sense of sin. Sin is so common today, it’s like water. We think we need it. We think we need to sin. And we think that it’s OK to sin. We think there is no judgment for sin. If society says it’s OK, then it’s OK.
Folks, the preaching of the Cross is offensive. But should it be offensive to the Christians? Should we stop preaching that the only way to be saved is by faith in the blood of the crucified Christ? 
You see, the Cross is God’s only answer to whatever in us is offended by the truth. Shouldn’t we make the Gospel a little easier for people to listen to? Folks, the Gospel is the only Good News a soul can afford to listen to if he or she wants to be forgiven and arrive at Heaven someday.
Acts 4:12 says this. “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”
And Jesus said. John 14:6 “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”
How else can a person be saved unless they believe that the Cross of Christ is the only way? Folks, if there was another way, then the way of Christ is a total lie. You see, the Cross is an offence. And when our view is that the Cross is too offensive to people, then we have chosen to live contrary to the teachings of Jesus and Paul. The Cross is offensive to many.
The first view of the Cross is this. External religion is enough. “I believe the Cross plus my religion.”
The second view of the Cross is this. “The preaching of the Cross is too offensive to some.”

The third view of the Cross is this. “The Cross is foolishness to me.”

I Corinthians 1:17 are Paul’s words about the Cross. I Corinthians 1:17 “For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. (18) For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.”
Oh, to believe in, to trust on, to love, and to preach the Cross. Your only answer to life and death is the message of the Cross. What did God do for you are the Cross? He provided a way to find forgiveness for all your sins. He provided a way for you to find a guarantee of Heaven. He provided a Savior for you and your family. 
Ask a hundred people if they think the Cross is an expression of the wisdom of God and you’ll find that most people see it as foolishness.

Please listen to the Holy Spirit on this very topic. I Corinthians 1:18 “For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. (21) For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.” 

Now if any of three views of the Cross is your view, please know that all three stand in opposition to the Cross. 

First, “I believe the Cross plus my religion.”
Second,  “The preaching of the Cross is too offensive to some.”

Third, “The Cross is foolishness to me.”

Folks, God’s only answer to your sin and your guilty conscience and your selfish living is the Cross. Jesus said this. John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
Now, as you know, it’s always the application of the Bible that is the most critical thing. Hearing about it; knowing it; even liking what you hear in a sermon on the Cross is not enough. It’s only enough to act on it. 
And what is there for you to do?

What have you done about your own heart’s condition as it pertains to the Cross? 
Now, remember this, simply agree with God. Bring nothing to Him except your sinful soul. Bring Him a dead corpse and come to Him as the guilty sinner you are and believe on the blood of His Son. And God will clear the guilty. He will turn you from death to life; from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of His dear Son. He’ll do it today if you will come in repentance and true faith. His will is that we all come to repentance. His will is that you come to repentance. He wants you to be saved by grace today.

Yet, you may be here today with lots of knowledge and no experience; God’s provision of salvation is here, but you may have no possession of it. Why? You’ve never acted in faith. You’ve never looked to Jesus Christ and received your personal salvation. You need to receive Jesus Christ as your personal Savior and LORD.
God will not save you until you recognize your true spiritual condition. He is out show you the awfulness of your sin and then to pour out His mercy upon you and bring you into His kingdom. 
What will you do? Please repent and be saved. It’s the only way to die. The only way to truly life is God’s way. Why go on in your way when there’s a way provided that will completely change you? That way is the Cross of Christ. He did it all. And the moment you repent is the moment all of these things become true in your life. His is a God-only salvation. 
You see, when it’s pure God; when it’s God alone; when it’s His work and none of yours, you will be saved, and not until. But, once you are saved, everything changes. At that moment, the saving grace of Christ becomes your answer. 

So, what will you do? As you’ve heard me say so often. Will you leave with the same way you came today? Will you turn back to your own life and refuse His Gospel one more time? If so, why? What would make you return to your own life when He’s make a plentiful and glorious provision for your soul?

Don’t leave today without a true experience of the Cross in your heart and life. Come to Christ and be saved today. It’s the only way.
And so, what will you do with God’s Word today? Are you responding to Him by listening to and receiving His word into your heart? Have you repented and received Christ as your Savior?
Repent = to change your mind about God, Christ, your sin, and God’s free gift of salvation?
Believe = to simply trust the Lord Jesus Christ alone as the One Who paid the entire penalty for your sins? 
This is a simple prayer. You must pray something similar if you are responding to these words today. Make these words your words and put your trust in Jesus Christ today.

“LORD, I admit I am a sinner. I believe that Jesus died in my place on the cross. I repent of my sins. I want to be completely forgiven today. I am trusting you right now to save me. Thank you. Amen.
Will you let Him have His way with your as you abide in His word? 
Shall we pray? Now, please find with me Hymn # 317 “O Mighty Cross”
Extend invitation.


