“Life From The Cross”
February 8, 2015
Genesis 3:9-21
Please open your Bible with me to the second chapter of the Book of Acts.

I would like to begin today with a brief timeline. Here it is. [Picture of a timeline – blue]. Jesus Christ was crucified, as you know, by the Romans at the behest of the Jewish leaders. He died on a Roman Cross on the Day of Passover; was buried, and three days later He rose from the dead. Jesus then spent forty days alive here on earth in His post-resurrection ministry. On that fortieth day He ascended into Heaven. Ten days after that, on the Feast of Pentecost (by the way Pentecost means fifty days), the Holy Spirit descended and the Apostles were filled with the Spirit. Fifty days from the hour of the LORD’s crucifixion if just over a month and a half. And what is the message preached and taught by the Apostles beginning on that fiftieth day? That message was what I have on my heart today; the Cross. 

During the Pentecost Feast, Peter stands up and preaches the Cross. Acts 2:23 “Him, … ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:… (36) Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made the same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.”   

Imagine that! The ugliness and the horror of the Cross in just a month and a half became the central message of those who identified themselves as Christians. How could the ugly cross become the beautiful cross? And in such a short period of time? How could crucifixion become the center of anything?

And here’s preaching the Cross a few weeks later. Acts 5:29 “Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men. (30) The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree.”
And you’ll find the Cross again in the tenth chapter of Acts (Acts 10:39) and in the thirteenth chapter of Acts ((Acts 13:39).
Have you ever used the term “crux”? What is the crux of a thing? The term “crux” comes directly from the word “crucifixus,” which meant “fixed to a cross.” Today’s modern definition is this. “Crux” means “the most decisive and the most important point,” “the core,” “the essence.”  “The crux of the problem is that the Federal deficit will never be erased.”

How can a term that was rooted in such a horrific method of punishment be converted to mean “the core and the essence of a thing?”

That’s what’s on my heart today. 

You see, the Cross usually portrays death. It portends something awful. It proclaims death. Yet, when you read the Bible, you find that it announces life. What literally conveys darkness and dread and punishment now proclaims light and comfort and deliverance. How is this even possible?

Today I want to say a word to you about the Cross. What does it say to my heart? I wish I could put into words for you how much the Cross has affected my life; how much it’s affected both Janet and I; how greatly it’s impacted even our marriage. If the LORD gives me the opportunity, I will share that with you next Sunday.  
What does the Bible mean by the “preaching of the Cross is foolishness to them that perish; but to us who are saved it is the power of God”? What is the Cross to you? I’ve titled today’s sermon “Life From The Cross.” Shall we pray?

As you know, God has always had a way of turning negatives into positives. I want you to go with me today to the pages of Scripture to see how God has taken what Rome and what Satan himself saw as their moment; their moment of triumph and turned it into the single and most important message known the man for the next 2,000 years. Do you know what the word “reversal” means? It means “an act of the total opposite.” Folks, the defeat of Jesus at the Cross was, simply put, an outward defeat. Satan did all he could to put an end to the Son of God. But he had no idea that God would use that very same Cross to save anyone and everyone who believes. The Cross has become God’s means by which you can come to know complete salvation, personal victory, and a life of joy and fellowship with God. You are about to see that it was at the cross, at the very place where the Son of God was put to death, that God now uses to infuse His very life into millions of people all over the globe.
Do you find you can thank the LORD each day for the negatives He allows into your life? Do you look for Him to turn those negatives into positives? Are you waiting on Him to do so? And why? Because only God can turn what Satan is and what Satan does and turns them into positives. 

Let me take you back to the Garden of Eden. What did evil serpent do on the day he deceived Eve and on the day she and Adam ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil? He introduced death into the human race. And now, what has the LORD done? What Satan meant for evil, God has reversed. Satan afflicted pain and suffering and he unleashed his own sin and death upon the innocent human race that day. And then God took that same suffering and pain and death and used it to bring millions and billions into life eternal. Folks, only God can erase sin, pain and suffering and death. And how did He do it? He did it with a Roman Cross.

In that Garden, man ate the fruit from a tree God commanded him to not eat from. And man entered the state of spiritual death when he ate from that tree. And what did the LORD do to enable man to enter into spiritual life? He provided another Tree, the Tree of Calvary. 

What the LORD did at the Cross was to take the tree of death and transform it into the tree of life. “The Tree of Calvary is how we partake of the Tree of Life. The cross is how we go from sin to righteousness, from the curse to healing, from death to life, from alienation to reconciliation. How is that a cursed sinner, ruined and wrecked by the Fall, who is spiritually dead, facing eternal death, alienated from the life of God can be saved from that desperate condition?  The answer is the Tree of Calvary.” [Found on www.thebridgeonline.net “Christ-The Tree of Life” by Brian Anderson]. 
First, then, God has a way of turning negatives into positives. Only the Creator of the universe could take the tree of death and transform it into the tree of life.  
Second, it was at the Cross that God completely defeated Satan. Listen with me to the Apostle Paul on this topic. 
Colossians 2:13 “And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; (14) Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; (15) And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it [the Cross].”
Here’s an Old English term “spoiled.” What does it mean? It’s a military term. It refers to what happens to the ability of the enemy to wage war; it refers to the removal of the arsenal of the enemy. It refers to the victor in the battle taking away from his enemy the ability to wage war. What happened at the Cross? The LORD completely disarmed Satan. The devil was fatally wounded at the Cross.
First, God has a way of turning negatives into positives. Only the Creator of the universe could take the tree of death and transform it into the tree of life.  

Second, it was at the Cross that God completely defeated Satan.

Third, consider the practical effects of the Cross.
Consider with me what that looks like in the daily life of the Christian. Since the devil’s defeat at the Cross, Satan has no ability to keep you inside his domain. He has no resources to get you to sin against God. He has been routed. So, when you are tempted by Satan to lust, to lie, to be angry and resentful, your answer to him is “You have no authority over me anymore. If you have any questions, go and speak with Jesus Christ.” 

Can you see the personal and practical value of the Cross for your daily walk here? Can you not bless the name of the LORD for the work that was accomplished at Calvary? Satan, the adversary, is a huge loser. Yes, a lion, but a lion with all roar and no teeth. 
Look at the simple truth of I Peter 5:8. “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: (9) Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.”
When does a lion roar? Why does he roar? The lion roars to announce his presence. He roars to clarify his territory. And He roars to communicate that he’s in charge. When you hear his roar, you’ve just been reminded that you have entered his territory. His roar is designed to frighten you. And, if you are not alert, he will devour you. And there’s one more reason he roars. He roars to send a message to the lions in his pride that he’s still in charge. [From www.londolozzi.com “Why Do Lions Roar?” by Teacher Emma].
So now you know that Satan lost the battle at the Cross and you, since you believed on Christ, are no longer under his domain.
First, God has a way of turning negatives into positives. Only the Creator of the universe could take the tree of death and transform it into the tree of life.  
Second, it was at the Cross that God completely defeated Satan.
Third, consider the practical effects of the Cross.
Fourth, it’s at the Cross where God removes the fear of death.
Look with me at what God did on that day to Satan. Hebrews 2:14 “Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he [Jesus Christ] also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he [Jesus Christ] might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil;…”  

The one who “had the power of death” was Satan. Yes, he deceived Eve and the world fell into sin. And yes, Satan introduced death into the human race. But when the devil attempted to destroy the Son of God with that same weapon, he was completely routed. 
Do you see this term “destroy” here in verse fourteen? It’s the Greek word καταργεω, which means “make void,” or “make of no effect.” You see, the LORD, through His death, has “made void, made of no effect” him that had the power of death, that is, the devil.”
Since the hour of the Cross, Satan no longer holds the power he once had. Granted; Satan once “had the power of death.” Granted; he held the world in bondage to death. Yes, he has used it and continues to abuse us with it. He still espouses death. He still attempts to bring people into bondage. He still promotes the dread of dying. He still despises the human realm. 
But look with me at the very next verse, Hebrews 2:15. “And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.”
When you are in bondage, as Aristotle taught “you are not free to live as you choose.” And once you’ve come to the Cross, you are delivered from that bondage and are now free to live to please the Christ Who lives within you.
All your days and years apart from Christ you are “subject to bondage.” All your hours apart from Christ you live with the dread of dying; yes, you are afraid to die. Yet, look with me at Jesus. Hebrews 12:2 “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”
Folks, He endured the Cross. But as He endured the Cross, He vanquished Satan. He despised the shame. But as He despised the shame, He defeated Satan. He was nailed to the tree. But He now sits at the right hand of the throne of God.
First, at the Cross we find that God has a way of turning negatives into positives. 
Second, it was at the Cross that God completely defeated Satan.
Third, consider the practical effects of the Cross.
Fourth, it’s at the Cross where God delivers souls from death.

And fifth and finally, it was at the Cross that God dealt with your sin and my sins. In I Peter 2:24 the Apostle Peter wrote this. “Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.”
Jesus took our sins in His own body on the tree. It was our sins that Jesus carried when He died on Calvary. Your sins were laid upon Jesus and He became your sin-bearer. Now, we who have believed on Christ “dead to sins” and are now able to “live unto righteousness.”

That brings us to the life from the Cross. Your sins were carried upon the back of Jesus when He was crucified. Today, because of the Cross of Christ, you are dead to sins and alive to God. 
Jesus said this in John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him should now perish, but have everlasting life.”
Life. When you consider the Cross, as you read God’s word, let this simple truth permeate your heart and mind. The Cross is God’s means of bringing His life into you.
First, at the Cross we find that God has a way of turning negatives into positives. 
Second, it was at the Cross that God completely defeated Satan.
Third, consider the practical effects of the Cross.
Fourth, it’s at the Cross where God delivers souls from death.

And fifth, it was at the Cross that God dealt with your sin and my sins.
Now, what will you do about the Cross? Hearing about it; knowing it; even liking what you hear in a sermon on the Cross is not enough. It’s only enough to act on it. 
And what is there for you to do? Simply agree with God. Bring nothing to Him except your sinful soul. Bring Him a dead corpse and come to Him as the guilty sinner you are and believe on the blood of His Son. And God will clear the guilty. He will turn you from death to life; from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of His dear Son. He’ll do it today if you will come in repentance and true faith. His will is that we all come to repentance. His will is that you come to repentance. He wants you to be saved by grace today.

Yet, you may be here today with lots of knowledge and no experience; God’s provision of salvation is here, but you may have no possession of it. Why? You’ve never acted in faith. You’ve never looked to Jesus Christ and received your personal salvation. You need to receive Jesus Christ as your personal Savior and LORD.
God will not save you until you recognize your true spiritual condition. He is out show you the awfulness of your sin and then to pour out His mercy upon you and bring you into His kingdom. 
What will you do? Please repent and be saved. It’s the only way to die. The only way to truly life is God’s way. Why go on in your way when there’s a way provided that will completely change you? That way is the Cross of Christ. He did it all. And the moment you repent is the moment all of these things become true in your life. His is a God-only salvation. 
You see, when it’s pure God; when it’s God alone; when it’s His work and none of yours, you will be saved, and not until. But, once you are saved, everything changes. At that moment, the saving grace of Christ becomes your answer. 

So, what will you do? As you’ve heard me say so often. Will you leave with the same way you came today? Will you turn back to your own life and refuse His Gospel one more time? If so, why? What would make you return to your own life when He’s make a plentiful and glorious provision for your soul?

Don’t leave today without a true experience of the Cross in your heart and life. Come to Christ and be saved today. It’s the only way.
And so, what will you do with God’s Word today? Are you responding to Him by listening to and receiving His word into your heart? Have you repented and received Christ as your Savior?
Repent = to change your mind about God, Christ, your sin, and God’s free gift of salvation?
Believe = to simply trust the Lord Jesus Christ alone as the One Who paid the entire penalty for your sins? 
This is a simple prayer. You must pray something similar if you are responding to these words today. Make these words your words and put your trust in Jesus Christ today.

“LORD, I admit I am a sinner. I believe that Jesus died in my place on the cross. I repent of my sins. I want to be completely forgiven today. I am trusting you right now to save me. Thank you. Amen.
Will you let Him have His way with your as you abide in His word? 
Shall we pray? Now, please find with me Hymn # 317 “O Mighty Cross”
Extend invitation.

