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II Corinthians 5:13-21
Again this past week we heard about Muslim extremists attacking and killing a dozen people in France. And we see that the world of today is as it was in the days of Noah; filled with violence. 
Jesus Himself said this. Matthew 24:37 “But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.”
Genesis 6:11 “The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. (12) And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth. (13) And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.”
Ordinary people went to work on Wednesday morning only to have six men enter their workplace, begin shooting and taking the lives of twelve people including two policemen. 

Some people in our world have declared themselves enemies to others. Has it ever occurred to you that before the Creation there were no enemies? Before Satan spoke to Eve to deceive her into eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, there were no enemies.
And yet, once sin entered the world, once Adam and Eve were driven from the Garden of Eden, man descended into the condition of being a sinner and into the position of being God’s enemy. 
So, what is on my heart today is this: What is God’s answer to the problem of our enmity towards Him? And the answer, as you will see, is the Cross. And at the Cross of Christ is the one and only place where we can be “reconciled to God.”
So, I’ve titled today’s sermon “Reconciled To God.” Shall we pray?

Folks, the Bible is just as true today as it was in the day in which each word was written down. There is nothing in the world to compare to it. It is God’s record of the human condition since the beginning of the human race. To go to any other source for an explanation or an answer to the needs of mankind is to completely lose our way. We need the Bible. I need the Bible. And the more the Bible sets my heart on fire and the more the Bible stirs me up, the better. 

My hope today is to explain to you to blessedness of reconciliation. Man, you and I need to be reconciled to God. Without reconciliation we are completely lost.

So, here’s what I would like you to see from the Bible.

First, our need.

Second, God’s answer to this need.

And third, the application of Scripture to your heart and life.

First, then, our need.

Would you open your Bible today to the Book of Ephesians at chapter two? And I’d like to begin reading at verse eleven.

Ephesians 2:11 “Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; (12) That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:

(13) But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. (14) For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; (15) Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;
(16) and that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: (17) And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. (18) For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.”
When I use the term “our need,” what I’m referring to is our biggest need. Our largest need as human beings is our spiritual need. Our need is our condition, our natural standing before the LORD, our situation apart from Christ.

So, what is man’s true condition? What is our natural standing before God?
Let’s let Him clarify it for us. Ephesians 2:12. (12) “That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:…”

Please let the truth of these words settle into your heart. Please let them register in your mind. Please let the LORD verify and confirm in your heart your true condition before Him when you were without the salvation provided by Christ.
What is our natural state? We were “without Christ.” We were “aliens from the commonwealth of Israel.” We were “strangers from the covenants of promise.” We had “no hope.” We were “without God in the world.”

This is how the Holy Spirit describes our condition when we are not saved by the blood of Jesus: Christ-less, aliens, strangers, hopeless, and God-less. 
Folks, before reconciliation can make any sense on any level to you or to me, we need to see where we stand with the LORD.

Our standing is our condition. And our condition is extremely needy.
Those of you who have had serious car problems know how important it is to have a good diagnosis before a mechanic goes to work on the engine. Those of you who have serious medical issues know how valuable it is to have a doctor who can discern what is really wrong in your body. Those of you who have a computer know how valuable it is to have a computer tech analyze your computer before attempting to change things.

Well, spiritually speaking, this is, by far, the largest need in the human heart today. Why do we see six Muslim radicals choosing to shoot unarmed people in the workplace? Why do we see a society advocating the death of babies in their mother’s wombs? Why do we see ISIS soldiers cutting the heads of children off and crucifying hundreds of people?
Is it not because we have “gone astray”? The prophet wrote it and preached it this way. Isaiah 53:6 “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.”
“All” covers everyone everywhere in every country, state, town and city across the globe. We are like straying sheep. We’ve gone off. We turned to our own way. We are refusing to look to the shepherd. And we are lost. 

Folks, apart from the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ, we stand in a deplorable condition. We stand as sinners in a sinful land.

And without this portrait of man, we cannot even consider the LORD’s answer to man’s deepest needs. 

Folks, apart from Christ is we are lost and without hope. Folks, apart from Christ, we are, as Jesus once said, Revelation 3:17 “…knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:…”
Look back with me at the earlier verses of Ephesians chapter two to see how Paul understands our natural state without Christ. Look at verse one. 
Ephesians 2:1 “And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins: (2) Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:

(3) Among whom also we all had our conversation [lifestyle and personal conduct] in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.”
Do you remember how important the passive voice is in Scripture? Look again at verse one.  Ephesians 2:1 “And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins:…”
Quickening is something that only God can do. Quickened is what we need to get out of our natural condition of sinfulness. Apart from His quickening, we are sadly and eternally lost.
But look at Paul’s description of our pre-Christ, pre-quickening condition.

(2:2) – dead in trespasses and sins.

(2:2) – walking according to the course of this world.

(2:2) – walking according to the prince of the power of the air.

(2:2) – walking according to the spirit who now works in the children of disobedience.

(2:3) – fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind

(2:3) – children of wrath

This is a very bleak picture. But this is the picture God paints of those whose natural state is “apart from Christ.” Can you see what God had to work with when it came to providing reconciliation? This is why Christ had to go to the Cross?

First, our need.

Second, God’s answer to our need.

Look again with me at Ephesians 2:13 (13) But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. (14) For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us;

(15) Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; (16) and that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:…”

God’s answer to our need is the Cross of Christ and the fact that Christ shed His blood for you and for me. Do you recall how important it is to see and understand what God did at the Cross?

(2:13) – made near by the blood of Christ

(2:14) – made both one

(2:14) – broke down the middle wall of partition between us.

(2:15) – abolished in His [Christ’s] flesh the enmity.

(2:15) – made peace
(2:16) – in order to reconcile us to God by the Cross.

Folks, you can easily see how our condition was so spiritually dark and deplorable. Now, can you see how God’s work at Calvary is so much spiritual light and so blessed and so beautiful and excellent?
So, what did God do for us sinners? He provided a Reconciler. He provided the work of reconciliation. As you know whenever a couple are separated or divorced and even mad at one another, whenever these two come back towards each other again, we all call it what it truly is, a reconciliation.
In our case, spiritually speaking, God turns His enemies into His friends. We who were once alienated are now in fellowship with Him. We, who once enemies, are now reconciled to God.
And what is the means? How did the LORD do this?

Ephesians 2:16 (16) and that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:…”

Folks, He did it all once afternoon in 33 A.D. He did it all when one man died. He did it all on one cross. He did it once for all on a hill called Calvary. On that day the blood of Jesus was spilt so that you no more are alienated. You are reconciled to God by the death of His Son.
Romans 5:10 “For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.”
What else can possibly be said? He did all this when we were His enemies. Who would do that for his enemy? Who would offer and give His own Son so that someone might become a friend? Folks, this is God at work. This is the work of God. This is God’s answer to our human dilemma. This is His answer to our need; our biggest need.
First, our need.

Second, God’s answer to our need.

Third, the application of Scripture to your heart and life.

It’s one thing to know what the LORD says in His word. It’s quite another to apply it to your own heart.

What have you done about your own heart’s condition?

Have you received Christ as your personal LORD and Savior?

Have you been reconciled?
II Corinthians 5:19 “To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.

(20) Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. (21) For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.”
Now, let me be as clear as I can possibly be. God’s will is that we all come to repentance. He wants you to be reconciled.

Yet, you may be here today with lots of knowledge and no experience; God’s provision of reconciliation is here, but you may have no possession of it. Why? You’ve never acted in faith. You’ve never looked to Jesus Christ and received your personal reconciliation. You need to receive Jesus Christ as your personal Savior and LORD.
Folks, you may attend Church your entire life. You may have heard the Gospel a thousand times. But if you’ve never repented; if you’ve never received Christ as your Savior, then all your efforts for Him, all your attempts at reconciliation, all your profession of being a Christian amounts to nothing. 
God will not grant you entrance into His heaven. Your spiritual condition must change in order for you to enter the realms of glory. Try though you will, without an awareness of your sin and its awfulness before God and without an aware-ness that apart from Christ you will never get out from under the condemnation of your sin, you cannot enter the kingdom of Heaven.
Folks, God has worked the work of reconciliation at the Cross. Christ died. The reconciliation is available. Yet, if you refuse it; if you reject the Cross as God’s only answer for your eternal condition, you will close your eyes in death and be the same in Hell as you are today.

Please repent and be saved. It’s the only way to die. The only way to truly life is God’s way. Why go on in your way when there’s a way provided that will completely change you?
That way is the Cross of Christ. He did it all. And the moment you repent is the moment all of these things become true in your life. His is a God-only salvation. Try anything else. Get anything else mixed into it, and it’s no longer His work. It’s an ugly mixture.

You see, when it’s pure God; when it’s God alone; when it’s His work and none of yours, you will be saved, and not until. But, once you are saved, everything changes. At that moment, the Cross becomes your answer. 

So, what will you do? Will you leave with the same thoughts you came today? Will you turn back to your own life and refuse His life today? If so, why? What would make you return to your own life when He’s make a plentiful and glorious provision for your soul?
Don’t leave today without a true experience of the Cross in your heart and life. Come to Christ and be saved today. It’s the only way.
And so, what will you do with God’s Word today? Are you responding to Him by listening to and receiving His word into your heart? Have you repented and received Christ as your Savior?
Repent = to change your mind about God, Christ, your sin, and God’s free gift of salvation?
Believe = to simply trust the Lord Jesus Christ alone as the One Who paid the entire penalty for your sins? 
This is a simple prayer. You must pray something similar if you are responding to these words today. Make these words your words and put your trust in Jesus Christ today.

“LORD, I admit I am a sinner. I believe that Jesus died in my place on the cross. I repent of my sins. I want to be completely forgiven today. I am trusting you right now to save me. Thank you. Amen.
Will you let Him have His way with your as you abide in His word? 
Shall we pray? Now, please find with me Hymn # _____
Extend invitation.
